
 

SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Board of Education 
Special Meeting 

 
AUGUST 7, 2019 

District Office  
113 W. Felspar Ave. 

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
www.ssusd.org 

 
 
 
 

 
A  G  E  N  D  A 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG   6:15 P.M. 
 
 Amy Castillo-Covert 

Bill Farris 
 Tim Johnson – telephonically from 8501 Hampton Blvd., Norfolk, VA 23505 

Kurt Rockwell, President 
 Michael Scott, Vice President/Clerk 
 
 Dave Ostash, Ed.D., Superintendent 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 The board will provide time during the discussion of each agenda item for members of the public to comment. 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
 2.1   Approval of Interdistrict Attendance Agreement (Ball)  
 
3. EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
 
 3.1 Approval of California Department of Education’s Form J-13A for Gateway Elemen- 
               tary School and Richmond Elementary School “School Closure” August 13-16, 2019  
 
4. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
 
 4.1    Approval for Address Change for Richmond Elementary School 
 4.2  The board will meet with the superintendent in a workshop style session to discuss  
   strategies and funding associated with the district Facilities Master Plan. 

We, the members of the Board of Education of the Sierra Sands Unified School District, are committed to providing 
the highest quality education in a safe environment to all K-12 students.  We believe the school shares with the family, 
church, and community the responsibility for developing life-long learners who are responsible, productive citizens. 
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5. ADJOURNMENT  
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SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  AUGUST 7, 2019 
 
 
2. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

2.1 Approval of Interdistrict Attendance Agreement (Ball)     
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Board approval is required in order for students to 
attend a school district other than the district in which the students reside. 
 
CURRENT CONSIDERATIONS:  A request has been received from the parents of 4th 
grade student A. McNamara-Ball for approval of an interdistrict attendance agreement 
in order that the student may attend the Sierra Sands Unified School District for the 
2019-20 school year due to parent employment at NAWS China Lake.  The family lives 
in Trona. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  None. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the interdistrict attendance 
agreement for 4th grade student A. McNamara-Ball who resides in Trona, to attend the 
Sierra Sands Unified School District for the 2019-20 school year as presented. 
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SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT                                                AUGUST 7, 2019  
 
 
3. EDUCATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
 

3.1 Approval of California Department of Education’s Form J-13A for Gateway Elementary
 School and Richmond Elementary School “School Closure” August 13-16, 2019  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Education Codes (EC) 41422 and 46392 allow the 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to grant normal apportionment credit 
to local educational agencies (LEAs) in emergencies. EC Section 41422 authorizes 
maintenance of apportionments in instances when one or more schools must be closed 
because of "extraordinary conditions." When the SSPI authorizes credit for days that 
school was closed, LEAs receive instructional time credit for the day(s) and minutes lost 
due to the emergency closure and approval to reduce the divisor used for calculating 
average daily attendance (ADA). The instructional time credit satisfies state law with 
regard to both the instructional day and minute requirements.   
 
LEAs obtain credit for days and minutes lost due to emergency closure and material de-
creases in attendance due to emergency events by submitting a Request for Allowance of 
Attendance Due to Emergency Conditions (Form J-13A). A Form J-13A approval, com-
bined with other LEA records, serve to document the LEA's compliance with instruc-
tional time laws, show why different divisors may be used in the computation of ADA, 
and document approval for ADA credit. 
 
On July 4 and 5, 2019 both Gateway Elementary School and Richmond Elementary 
School sustained damage to facilities and assets due to the 6.4 and 7.1 magnitude earth-
quakes. After extensive analyses conducted by district staff and consultation with con-
tractors, it is not anticipated that the repairs and replacement of assets will be completed 
by the August 13, 2019 start date of the 2019-20 school year.  
 
CURRENT CONSIDERATIONS:  It is recommended that the start date for Gateway 
Elementary School and Richmond Elementary School be delayed to Monday, August 19, 
2019.  This will result in a school closure of four instructional days, August 13-16, 2019. 
However, the minimum annual instructional minutes requirement will be met for transi-
tional kindergarten (36,000), grades 1-3 (50,400), and grades 4-5 (54,000).  

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  It is anticipated that Form J-13A will be approved by 
the CDE and that credit for days and minutes lost due to emergency closure will be ob-
tained.  
 

        SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION:  It is recommended that the Board of 
   Education authorize the submittal of Form J-13A Request for Allowance of Attendance  
   Due to Emergency Conditions for the Gateway Elementary School and Richmond   
   Elementary School closure dates of August 13-16, 2019.  
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SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT AUGUST 7, 2019 
 
 
4. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
 

4.1  Approval for Address Change for Richmond Elementary School                                    
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  After a series of earthquakes occurring on July 4 
and 5, 2019, the district began emergency repairs of district facilities. Once repairs were 
underway, it became clear that there were risks to the district’s ability to get Richmond 
Elementary School repaired in time for an August school start. Initial analysis of the 
sewer system indicated three things: 1) There was more damage than initially identified. 
2) There was difficulty in obtaining contractor labor that would meet the necessary re-
quirements for access to the Naval Air Weapons Station. 3) The damage to Richmond 
exceeded the damage identified at other school sites, including the Vieweg Adult School 
campus.  On July 22, 2019, a decision was made to re-direct recovery efforts to the 
Vieweg campus to serve as a temporary site for the Richmond student body and staff 
until such time as Richmond Elementary School can be used again. 
 

CURRENT CONSIDERATIONS:  The California Department of Education (CDE) 
makes allowances for schools to change their physical address on a temporary or perma-
nent basis.  In order to do so, a district must submit changes to the County-District-School 
(CDS) database, and submit a board header to the district Board of Education advising 
them of the change. The purpose of this board item is to inform the board of the district’s 
intent to temporarily change the address associated with Richmond Elementary School 
to: 348 Rowe Street, Ridgecrest, CA, which is the address of the Vieweg site. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  There are no financial implications associated with this 
action. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATION:  It is the superintendent’s recommen-
dation that the board approve the change of Richmond Elementary School’s physical 
address to: 348 Rowe Street, Ridgecrest, CA until such time as Richmond Elementary 
School can be used to house Richmond students and staff again. 
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SIERRA SANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT AUGUST 7, 2019 
 
 
4. BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
 

4.2   The board will meet with the superintendent in a workshop style session to discuss  
 strategies and funding associated with the district Facilities Master Plan. 
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